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Minimizing Risks to Wildlife and People from 

Lead Hunting Ammunition

Jeremy Hurst
Game Management Section Head
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Your Ammo

Your Choice
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The problem

Lead is a neurotoxin

Lead ammunition exposes 

non-target animals and 

people to lead

(image: Minnesota DNR)
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Scavenging wildlife

Eagles & other birds
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Mammals 

8 (15%) out of 53 bobcats and 36 (44%) out of 81 fisher had lead in their liver

Scavenging wildlife
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Recommended Actions

Outreach - encourage voluntary 

transition to non-lead ammo

Minimize Exposure - BMPs for 

hunters, processors, food pantries 

Supply - programs to increase 

availability of non-lead ammo

Research – understand impacts
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“Your Choice of Ammunition”
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Non-lead Ammo  

Non-lead ammunition performs as well or better than lead ammunition 

• Copper retains almost all the original weight and doesn’t fragment 
leading to:

• smaller wound cavity, 

• more kinetic energy

• greater penetration, 

• greater impact, 

• quick and ethical kill.

 

Lead 

Non-Lead 
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