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Talk Outline

• Who is DEC?

• What is the DEC Accessibility Program?

• Where are DEC Accessible Recreation Destinations? 

• How does DEC accommodate people with disabilities?
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The NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation 

(DEC): 

• manages the majority of state 

recreation lands (4.9 million 

acres statewide)

• administers fishing and hunting 

licenses 

• protects air and water quality 

and natural resources by 

enforcing environmental 

regulations and providing grant 

funding

• provides environmental 

education and outreach
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DEC Accessibility Program

• Provide guidance, technical support, 
and training to DEC programs

• Engage people with disabilities in 
DEC programs and decision-making

• Improve access to diversify visitors to 
state lands

• Accessibility assessments

• Public information on accessible 
facilities

• Respond to public inquires and 
coordinate accommodation requests

• Outreach and partnerships

Accessibility Advisory Committee 
Field Trip to Lewey Lake 2021
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DEC Accessibility  Advisory Committee
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DEC has over 
60 accessible 
hiking trails 
statewide. 
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Mountains, lakes, waterfalls, fire towers, and more…

Catskill Center Fire Tower
Kaaterskill Falls, Catskills

Prospect Mountain, Lake George
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Willie Wildlife Marsh
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DEC Campgrounds 
and Day Use Areas

Catskill Park

Adirondack Park
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New Adaptive Equipment (2020-22)

• Five Beach Access Mats

• Two Wheelchair Charging 
Stations 

• Two Mobility Devices- 
Beach wheelchair and Trail 
Scooter

Funded by CDC and 

NYS DOH Disability 

and Health Program



13

Discounts for NYS Residents with Disabilities
• People with Qualifying Permanent Disabilities
• Access Pass - free access to most day use areas and discounted camping 

reservations for DEC and State Parks.

• Free fishing licenses for individuals who are blind

• Hunters with disabilities may qualify for special permits.

• Veterans with Qualifying Military Disability
• Discounted sporting license- $5 for fishing, trapping, and hunting licenses 

• Lifetime Liberty Pass – equivalent benefits as Access Pass.

• Seniors: Sporting licenses, Golden Parks Program- discounted access to DEC and State Parks

• Active Duty Military: Patriot Plan free sporting licenses, Empire Pass Patriot Plan Benefit

• Every Kid in a Park- All 4th graders get in free to NYS Parks and DEC day use areas. 

Other Discounts

https://parks.ny.gov/admission/access-pass/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/30419.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6094.html
https://parks.ny.gov/admission/lifetime-liberty-pass.aspx
https://parks.ny.gov/admission/golden-park-program.aspx
https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/95475.html
https://parks.ny.gov/admission/patriot-plan-benefit/
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DEC Permits for Hunters with Disabilities
• Non-Ambulatory Hunter Permit

• The Non-Ambulatory Hunter Permit allows qualified hunters to shoot a 

firearm from a motorized vehicle.

• Non-Ambulatory Access to State Lands

• DEC offers designated roads for motor vehicle use by authorized individuals 

with a Motorized Access Program for People with Disabilities permit.

• Modified Longbow Authorization

• The Modified Longbow Authorization allows qualified individuals to hunt 

with a bow equipped with a device to aid in the drawing, holding and 

releasing of the bowstring. 

• Crossbow Accommodations

• The Modified Crossbow Permit allows qualified individuals to hunt with a 

crossbow specifically modified to be discharged with use of a breath tube.  

• People with disabilities may request a reasonable accommodation for use of 

an unmodified crossbow during the regular bow season.

https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/25023.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/2574.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/25018.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/25022.html
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DEC initiative to enhance 
access to nature and the 
outdoors, and minimize 
barriers to participation

• First-time Camper

• NYS Birding Trail

• Get Outdoors and Get Together Day

https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/109909.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/109900.html
https://opwdd.ny.gov/gettogetherday
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Environmental Education Centers 

▪ Five Rivers, Capital Region

▪ Reinstein Woods, Western  NY

▪ Rogers Center, Central NY  

▪ Stony Kill Farm, Hudson Valley 

Five Rivers Center

Stony Kill Center

Reinstein Woods

Rogers Center
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Thank You

• Leah Akins

• DEC Statewide ADA 

Accessibility 

Coordinator

• leah.akins@dec.ny.gov

• 518.402.9295

Resources:

• DEC Accessibility Landing Page

• Accessible Recreation Destinations

• DEC Accessibility Coordinators

• Programs and adaptive equipment

• DEC Discounts for Outdoor Recreation Page

• NYS State Parks Discounts Page

https://www.dec.ny.gov/about/580.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/83411.html
https://parks.ny.gov/admission/
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“We all deserve access to lands open to the public, commensurate with our 
willingness to challenge ourselves and our desire to experience nature.” 
-Debra Wolf Goldstein and Larry Knutson
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